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The German Federal Bar (Bundesrechtsanwaltskammer, BRAK) is the umbrella organisation of the self-

regulatory bodies of the German Rechtsanwälte. It represents the interests of the 28 German Bars and 

thus of the entire legal profession in the Federal Republic of Germany, which currently consists of 

approximately 166,000 lawyers, vis-à-vis authorities, courts and organisations at national, European 

and international level. 

 

Opinion 

The German Federal Bar expresses its gratitude for the opportunity to comment the Draft amendments 

to Rule 44 of the Rules of Court of the European Court of Human Rights. 

The amendment of the Rules of Court to the effect that in future the running of the time limits under 

Rule 44(1-3) of the Rules of Court (Third-party intervention on appeals under Rules 33, 34 ECHR) in 

cases to be examined by the Grand Chamber should not (already) begin with the notification to the 

parties of the Chamber's decision to relinquish the case to the Grand Chamber, but (only) with the 

publication of this decision on the Court's website, is considered sensible in the interests of transparency 

and clarity. 
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